ABSTRACT: Hoplopleura paranaensis sp. nov. is described from specimens collected from Deltamys kempi Thomas, 1917, on the Delta del Paraná, Buenos Aires Province, Argentina. Detailed descriptions of sexes, the three nymphal instars, external architecture of eggs (by scanning electron microscopy), and sites of oviposition are provided. Differences from Hoplopleura aitkeni Johnson, 1972 are included. A key and discussion of the distribution of the ten species of the aitkeni-group on their hosts, and their respective geographical ranges in Argentina is also given.
Province. Nomenclature of the different structures of the egg follows Castro et al. (1991) . Body measurements, given in millimeters, were taken directly from mounted specimens using a calibrated eyepiece and are identified in the text by the following abbreviations: HL, head length; HW, maximum head width; THL, thorax length; THW, maximum thorax width; AL, abdomen length; AW, maximum abdomen width; TL, total body length. Scale: the figures are represented in millimeters. Measurements include the range of the available specimens. Magnifications for SEM pictures were obtained directly from the automatic scale. Figure scales are represented in micrometers.
Cephalic chaetotaxy follows Kim and Ludwig (1978) . Illustrations were drawn with the aid of a camera lucida. Holotype, allotype and most of the paratypes are deposited in Museo de La Plata collections, Buenos Aires province, Argentina (MLP).
SYSTEMATIC ENTOMOLOGY

Hoplopleura paranaensis sp. nov.
(Figs. 1-10, 11j, 12-15) Male Holotype: Fig. 1 . Head slightly longer than broad, with anterior border rectilineous and lateral borders convex; postantennal angles rounded. Cephalic chaetotaxy: dorsal principal head seta long and robust; accessory small and robust; sutural 2 thin; preantennal 2 thin; anterior marginal 1 thin; apical 1-2 thin; ventral principal head seta long and robust; preantennal long and thin; anterior marginal 3-4 small and thin, 1 long. Thorax slightly broader than long, seta medial to mesothoracic spiracle long and robust, sternal plate twice longer than broad, with its posterior margin rounded in contact with coxa III (Fig. 3) . Abdomen with sternal plates well developed and with remarkably uniform setae on each. Tergal plates well developed starting with tergite IV. Number of setae on tergite I: 4 thin and of same length; tergite II: 4 external ones much longer than central ones; tergite III: 8-10 thin and of same length; tergites IV-V: 6-7 thin and of same length; tergites VI-VII: 4 thin and of same length. Paratergal plates with the following characteristics: II: with 2 unequal acute lobes, ventral much longer and thinner than dorsal, and with 2 different sized setae, with scaly appearance in medial third; III: with 2 rounded subequal lobes, with 2 much longer setae of the same length, with markedly scaly appearance in all its length; IV-V: with 2 lobes, ventral one narrow, with 2 setae, one of them tiny, and markedly scaly appearance in all its length; VI: with 2 lobes, ventral much thinner than dorsal, with 2 setae, one of them tiny and markedly scaly appearance in all its length; VII: with 2 lobes, ventral short and rounded and dorsal longer and thin, with 2 macrochaetae; VIII: without lobes, with 2 macrochaetae (Figs. 7, 11j ). Abdominal terminalia as in Figure 5 .
Genitalia: well developed, long and narrow basal plate, parameres moderately developed and rounded apically; pseudopenis well developed and serrate in medial third, narrowed to acute apex (Fig. 4 ). First nymphal instar: Dorsal principal head seta well developed and short; accessory poorly developed and thin; ventral principal seta long and thin; abdomen with marked and forked anal lobe, with 2 macrochaetae on each side (Fig. 8) .
Second nymphal instar: Dorsal principal head seta well developed, long and thin; accessory well developed and thin; sutural 2 poorly developed; ventral principal seta long and thin; preantennal long and thin; abdomen with marked and forked anal lobe, with 4 macrochaetae on each side (Fig. 9) .
Third nymphal instar: Dorsal principal head seta well developed, long and robust; accessory long and thin; sutural 2 well developed, of equal size and thin; preantennal 2 short and thin; ventral principal seta long and robust; central anterior 1 short and thin; preantennal long and thin; abdomen with marked and forked anal lobe, with 4 macrochaetae on each side (Fig. 10) .
Measurements. Males (n = 5) HL= 0.15-0.16; HW= 0.13-0.14; THL= 0.13-0.14; THW= 0.17-0. Egg: Silhouette ellipsoidal (Fig.12) , type of ornamentation of amphora: pavimentose, strongly impressed (Fig.15) , kind of aerial chamber: ampullacea normal (Figs. 13, 14) , relationship among aerial chambers: isolated; number of air chambers: 9-10 (Fig. 13) .
Total length: 596µm. Type specimens: Male holotype, female allotype; 4 male; 6 female and 7 nymph I; 3nymph II; 3 nymph III paratypes, 9-V-1998, Castro Coll. in MLP.
Taxonomic Summary
Ethymology: Paranaensis is named after the region in which the host was collected: Paraná de Las Palmas River.
Sites of oviposition on the host: We examined eight host individuals; six of them were parasitized, although in low density, by H. paranaensis sp. nov. Each had a similar infestation pattern, always on the flanks of the thorax and cephalic posterior dorsal region. All the eggs were fixed with a little spumaline only at the base of the hair.
Host: Deltamys kempi Thomas, 1917. Type locality: "Isla Ella, in the delta of the Rio Paraná at the top of the La Plata Estuary." The Delta del Paraná is a large area of islands, marshes, and small rivers and creeks of the Paraná River estuary, between the provinces of Buenos Aires and Entre Rios (about 34ºS and 59ºW, Argentina) (González and Pardiñas, 2002) . Deltamys kempi has 2 subspecies (González and Massoia, 1995): D. k. kempi and D. k. langguthi . In Argentina D. k. kempi is known from the Delta del Paraná area and from several localities bordering the Rio de La Plata estuary (from islands of the Ibicuy in Entre Ríos province and La Balandra in the Buenos Aires province) (González and Pardiñas, 2002) . Sauthier et al. (2005) extend the rank of their distribution 40 Km South of La Balandra.
Remarks
Hoplopleura paranaensis sp. nov. is morphologically similar to H. aitkeni, differing in the shape and dimensions of the thoracic plate, structure of the paratergal plates, male external genitalia, body shape and measurements.
DISCUSSION
In Argentina, Hoplopleura Enderlein, 1904 includes 27 species (including H. paranaensis sp. nov.), all are parasites of rodents from Sciuridae and Muridae families, excluding the four species assigned to Ferrisella Ewing, 1929 by Castro and Verzi (2002) . Distribution of the 10 members species of "aitkeni" group in South America includes Venezuela, Brasil and Argentina.
Of those 10 species, one (H. aitkeni) of them has been described from Venezuela and recorded from Argentina, (H. imparata Linardi, Teixeira and Botehlo, 1984) from Brazil, and the remaining eight from Argentina (H. mendozana Castro, 1984; H. varia Castro, 1988; H. misionales Castro, 1988; H. riojensis Castro, 1997; H. serrulata Castro, 1997; H. nicolai Castro et al., 1998; H. massoiai Castro and González, 2003 and H. paranaensis sp. nov.) . In Argentina the "aitkeni" species-group distribution includes the northwestern provinces of Catamarca, La Rioja and Jujuy, the northeastern provinces of Chaco and Misiones, the central western provinces of Mendoza and San Luis, the central eastern province of Buenos Aires and the southwestern province of Neuquen.
The known species of the "aikteni" group parasitize Muroidea rodents, from Muridae family, Sigmodontinae subfamily. Most of "aitkeni" group are parasites of Akodontini rodents. In a recent paper, Japoshvili and Abrantes (2006) published the descriptions of several new species of Encyrtidae from Portugal, including Tetracnemoidea coimbrensis. Unfortunately, when listing the type depository for this species we inadvertently included the type depository for another species described in the same paper, namely that of Pseudaphycus portugalensis. Technically, under the current International Code of Zoological Nomenclature this renders the name Tetracnemoidea coimbrensis unavailable for use because the type depository of the primary type of this species is not given (see International Code of Zoological Nomenclature, 1999: Article 16.4.2). To ensure that there is no ambiguity in the availability of this species name we hereby state that the holotype of Tetracnemoidea coimbrensis is deposited in the collections of the Institute of Zoology, Tbilisi, Georgia. We also note that Tetracnemoidea coimbrensis is misspelled as Tetrachnemoidea in the title of description on the page 429 and conimbrigensis in the caption for Figures 4-5 on same page. The correct spelling of the species name is Tetracnemoidea coimbrensis Japoshvili.
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